[External signals can induce stable increase in frequency of cell death in populations].
Relatively weak radiation and some other external actions, producing no "forced" cell death, trigger some intracellular mechanisms in various unicellular organisms (amoebae, ciliates, yeasts) and in the studied mammalian cells (rat vascular endotheliocytes). These mechanisms provide spasmodic changes: massive transition of cell populations into a stationary alternative state which is characterized by an increased predisposition to cell death, in comparison with the initial level. This phenomenon is considered as a particular, widely spread in nature form of genetic control of cell death frequency populations.